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ANNEX

WORKING DOCUMENT 28.09.2009

Proposal for a

COUNCIL REGULATION

concerning the conservation of fisheries resources through technical measures
THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community, and in particular Article 37 thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission
,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parliament
,

Having regard to the opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee
,

Having regard to the opinion of the Committee of the Regions
,

Whereas:

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:
CHAPTER I
SCOPE AND DEFINITIONS
Article 1
Scope
This Regulation, shall apply:

(a)
to the catching, the retention on board, the transhipment, and the landing of fishery resources where such activities are pursued: 

(i)
in Community waters of the fishing zones and waters referred to in Article 2;

(ii)
by Community fishing vessels in non Community waters of the fishing zones referred to in Article 2(1);


(iii)
by nationals of Member States in non Community waters of the fishing zones referred to in Article 2(1) without prejudice to the primary responsibility of the flag State;

(b)
to the storage, sale, display or offer for sale of fishery products caught in the fishing zones and waters referred to Article 2;

(c)
to the import of fishery products caught outside the fishing zones and waters referred to in Article 2 or caught anywhere by a third-country fishing vessel as regards the provisions set out in Article 4.

Article 2
Geographical application 
1.
This Regulation shall apply to the following fishing zones:

(a), where they are included in one of the areas specified in Article 2(1)(c) to (e) of Council Decision 2004/585/ EC:

the ICES (International Council for the Exploration of the Sea) zones as defined in Regulation (EEC) No 3880/91 of 17 December 1991 on the submission of nominal catch statistics by Member States fishing in the north-east Atlantic
; 

· 
the CECAF (Eastern Central Atlantic or FAO major fishing zone 34) zones 34.1.1, 34.1.2 and 34.2.0 (waters around Madeira and Canary Islands), as defined in Council Regulation (EC) No 2597/95 of 23 October 1995 on the submission of nominal catch statistics by Member States fishing in certain areas other than those of the North Atlantic
. 

(b) This Regulation shall apply to the waters off the coasts of the French departments of Guyana, Martinique, Guadalupe and Reunion that come under the sovereignty or jurisdiction of France.
2.
In addition to paragraph 1, Articles 8, 9a and 22 shall apply to Community fishing vessels fishing in the 'NEAFC Convention Area' as set out in Article 1 of the Convention attached to Council Decision 81/608/EEC of 13 July 1981 concerning the conclusion of the Convention on Future Multilateral Cooperation in the North Seas Atlantic Fisheries
.

3.
By way of derogation from paragraph 1, the minimum size for octopus (gutted) laid down in Annex I shall only apply to the maritime waters under the sovereignty or jurisdiction of third countries and situated in the CECAF.
Article 3
Definitions
For the purpose of this Regulation, in addition to the definitions laid down in Article 3 of Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002, of 20 December 2002 on the conservation and sustainable exploitation of fisheries resources under the Common Fisheries Policy
, the following definitions shall apply:

(a)
'trawl' means gear which is actively towed by one or more fishing vessels and consisting of a net having a cone- or pyramid-shaped body (as trawl body) closed at the back by a codend;

(b)
'beam trawl' means a  trawl in which the horizontal opening of the net is provided by a beam;

(c)
'Danish seine' means an encircling and towed gear, operated from a boat by means of two long ropes (seine ropes) designed to herd the fish towards the opening of the seine. The gear made up of net, which is similar to a bottom trawl in design and size, comprises two long wings, a body and a bag (codend);

(d)
'towed gear' means trawls, Danish seines and similar gear with a cone- or pyramid shaped body closed at the back by a bag (codend) or comprising two long wings, a body and a bag (codend) and which are actively moved in the water;
(e)
'codend' means the last 8 m of the towed gear measured from the codline , having either a cylindrical shape, i.e. the same circumference throughout, or a tapering shape; 
(f)
'strengthening bag' means a cylindrical piece of netting completely surrounding the codend of a trawl and which may be attached to the codend at intervals. 
(g)
'round strap' means a piece of rope encircling the circumference of the codend or the strengthening bag and which is attached to it;

(h)
'lifting strap' means a piece of rope encircling the circumference of the codend or the strengthening bag, if any, and attached to it by means of loops or rings;

(i)
'gillnet' means a net made up of a single piece of net and held vertically in the water by floats or float lines and weights or lead lines. It catches living aquatic resources by entangling or enmeshing;

(j)
'trammel net' means a net made up of two or more pieces of net hung jointly in parallel on a single headline and held vertically in the water by floats or float lines and weights or lead lines;
(k)
'immersion time' means the period from the point of time when the nets are first put in the water until the point of time when the nets are fully recovered on board the fishing vessel;
(l)
'dredge' means a net or metal basket mounted on a frame of variable shape and size, the lower part of which carries a scraper blade, sometimes toothed;
(m)
'coastal Member State' means the Member State having sovereignty or jurisdiction over the waters in which the fishing operations are carried out.

CHAPTER II

COMMON PERMANENT MEASURES FOR ALL AREAS

Section 1

Minimum landing size 
Article 4
Minimum landing size of living aquatic resources

1.
A living aquatic resource shall be considered as undersized if it is smaller than the minimum landing size specified in Annex I for the relevant species.

2.
Undersized living aquatic resources shall not be caught, retained on board or be transhipped, landed, transported, stored, sold, displayed of offered for sale but shall be returned immediately to the sea.

3.
By way of derogation from paragraph 2, undersized sardine, anchovy, horse mackerel, mackerel, sandeel and soft crab caught for use as live bait may be retained on board, provided they are retained alive.

4.
The measurement of the size of a marine organism shall take place in accordance with the provisions laid down in Annex II.

Section 2
Fishing gear
Article 4a

 Percentages of species and mesh size ranges
1.
Mesh size ranges admissible for catching living aquatic resources shall be as defined in Annex III to this Regulation. No part of a gear or net shall have a mesh size less than the smallest mesh size within each mesh size range.

2.
The minimum and the maximum percentages of the species among the living aquatic resources retained on board or landed for each mesh size range are set out Annex III to this Regulation. 
3.
The percentages of species listed Annex III to this Regulation shall be calculated as the proportion by live weight of all species which are caught and retained on board after sorting or landed.

4.
The quantities of species listed Annex III to this Regulation that have been transhipped from a fishing vessel shall be taken into account when calculating the percentages of species for that vessel. 
Article 5
One mesh size rule

1.
It shall be prohibited to carry on board, during any fishing voyage, any combination of nets of more than one range of mesh size.

2.
Derogations from the prohibition set out in paragraph 1 may be adopted on the request of a Member State by the Commission in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 30(2) of Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002.
Article 6
Towed gear
1.
No device shall be used which obstructs or otherwise diminishes the mesh in the upper half of the codend.

2.
By way of derogation from paragraph 1, it shall be permitted to:

(a)
attach, when fishing with towed gear with a mesh size less than 80 mm, to the outside of the codend a strengthening bag. 
(b)
attach to the outside of any part of the codend sensors dedicated to the measurement of the volume of the catches;

(c)
attach round straps and a lifting strap to the outside of the codend;

(d)
attach floats on the two lateral selvedges of the codend.
3.
It shall be prohibited to use:

(a)
any codend of mesh size equal to or greater than 80 mm in which the number of equal sized meshes around any circumference of the codend increases from the front end to the rear end. That prohibition shall not apply to the part of the codend where an authorized selective device is inserted;

(b)
any codend of mesh size equal to or greater than 80 mm in which any mesh is not quadrilateral and in which the bars of the mesh are not approximately equal length;

(c)
any codend where the stretched length of the top half is not approximately equal to the stretched length of the bottom half;

(d)
any towed gear with a mesh size equal to or larger than 80 mm having more than 100 open meshes and less than 40 open meshes in any circumference of the codend, excluding the joining or the selvedges;

(e)
any codend of mesh size equal to or greater  than 80 mm which is not constructed of:

(i)
single twine netting material in which no twine is of thickness greater than 8 mm; or

(ii)
double twine netting material in which no twine is of thickness greater than 5 mm;

4.
By way of derogation from paragraphs (2)(a), (3)(a), (3)(b), (3)(d) and (3)(e), the mesh size of 80 mm shall be replaced by 60 mm when fishing in ICES zones VIII, IX and X.
Article 7
Beam trawls
1.
It shall be prohibited to use or retain on board any beam trawl of mesh size equal to or greater than 80 mm unless the entire upper half of the anterior part of such a net consists of a panel of netting material of which no individual mesh is of mesh size less than 180 mm. The length of the panel measured in the direction of the codend shall be equal to or greater than half the length of the beam. The panel shall be attached directly to the headline or to no more than three rows of netting material of any mesh size attached directly to the headline. 

2.
It shall be prohibited to use or retain on board any beam trawl of which the beam length, or any beam trawls of which the aggregate beam length measured as the sum of the length of each beam, is greater than 24 meters or can be extended to a length greater than 24 meters. The length of a beam shall be measured between its extremities including all attachments thereto.

Article 7 a

Dredges
It shall be prohibited during any fishing voyage when dredges are carried on board, to retain on board and land any quantity of marine organisms unless at least 95% of the weight thereof consists of molluscs.
Article 8
Gillnets and trammel nets
1.
Community vessels shall not deploy gillnets and trammel nets at any position where the charted depth is greater than 200 metres.

2.
The immersion time of gillnets and trammel nets shall not exceed 48 hours.

3.
Where fishing is conducted using gillnets and trammel nets, the use of more than 50 km of nets shall be prohibited.
4.
To allow for the replacement of lost or damaged gear, vessels may carry on board nets with a total length 20% greater than the maximum length of the nets that may be deployed at any one time.

5.
Derogations from the prohibition set out in paragraph 1 may be adopted at the request of a Member State by the Commission in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 30(2) of Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002.





Section 3
Measures to reduce discards
Article 9a
Prohibition of highgrading

Any species subject to quota which is caught during fishing operations shall be brought aboard the vessel and subsequently landed unless this would be contrary to obligations laid down in Community fisheries legislation establishing technical, control and conservation measures, and in particular in this Regulation, Regulation (EC) No [..]/2009, and Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002.
Article 10

'Moving-on' measures

When a trigger catch level of a particular species or group of species, or of spawning fish or juvenile, has been reached the area concerned shall be temporarily closed to the relevant fisheries in accordance with the provisions laid down in Regulation (EC) No [..]/2009 


Article 10a
Real Time Closures

1.
On the basis of the information demonstrating that a trigger catch level has been reached, Member States may determine an area to be temporarily closed in accordance with the provisions laid down in Regulation (EC) No [..]/2009 

2.
The Commission may also determine an area to be temporarily closed in line with the provisions laid down in Regulation (EC) No [..]/2009 and in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 30(2) of  Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002. 
Article 11
Restrictions on the use of automatic grading equipment 
1.
The carrying or use on board a fishing vessel of equipment which is capable of automatically grading by size herring (Clupea harengus) or mackerel (Scomber scombrus) or horse mackerel (Trachurus spp.) shall be prohibited.

2.
By way of derogation from paragraph 1, the carrying and use of such equipment shall be permitted where:

(a)
the whole of the catch which may be lawfully retained on board is stored in a frozen state, the graded fish are frozen immediately after grading and no graded fish are returned to the sea; and

(b)
the equipment is installed and located on the vessel in such a way as to ensure immediate freezing and not to allow the return of marine organisms to the sea.

3.
By way of derogation from paragraph 1, any vessel authorised to fish in the Baltic, Belts or Sound may carry in the Kattegat automatic grading equipment as referred to in paragraph 1, provided that a fishing authorisation  has been issued to that effect. The fishing authorisation  shall define the species, areas, time periods and any other required conditions applicable to the use and carriage on board of the grading equipment.
Section 4
Measures for the protection of the environment
Article 12
Destructive fishing practices
1.
The catching, retention on board, the transhipment, storage, landing, sale, display or offer for sale of marine organisms caught using methods incorporating the use of explosives, poisonous or stupefying substances, or electric current  shall be prohibited.
2.
The sale, display or offer to sale of marine organisms caught using methods incorporating the use of any kind of projectile shall be prohibited. 

3.
Derogation from the prohibition of the use of electric current set out in paragraph 1 may be adopted at the request of a Member State by the Commission in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 30(2) of  Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002. 
Article 12a
Conditions to protect elasmobranches

1.
It shall be prohibited for Community vessels to catch for, to retain on board, to tranship and to land the following species:

a)
Basking shark (Cetorhinus maximus), and White shark (Carcharodon carcharias) in all EC and non-EC waters;

b)
Angle shark (Squatina squatina) in all EC waters;

c) 
Common skate (Dipturus batis) in EC waters of IIa, III, IV, VI, VII, VIII, IX and X, and 

d) 
Undulate ray (Raja undulata) and White skate (Rostroraja alba) in EC waters of VI, VII, VIII, IX and X.
2.
Catches of the species referred to in paragraph 1 shall be promptly released unharmed to the extent practicable.
Section 5
On-board operations
Article 13
Processing operations
1.
The carrying out on board a fishing vessel of any physical or chemical processing of fish to produce fish-meal or fish-oil, or to tranship catches of fish for such purposes shall be prohibited. 

2.
The prohibition set out in paragraph 1 shall not apply to the following activities:

(a)
the processing or transhipment of offal;

(b)
the production on board a fishing vessel of surimi and fish pulp.

Section 6
Specific measures for certain species
Article 14
Restrictions on fishing for shrimps to protect flatfish

1.
It shall be prohibited to retain on board any quantity of common shrimps (Crangon spp.) and Aesop shrimps (Pandalus montagui) caught with demersal towed nets having any mesh size less than 60 mm , unless such quantity does not exceed 5% of the total live weight of the marine organisms on board. 

2.
The prohibition set out in paragraph 1 shall not apply if:

(a)
the vessel has installed on board a functioning device designed to separate flatfish from common shrimps and Aesop shrimps following capture; and

(b)
a separator trawl or a trawl with a sorting grid is being used to catch common shrimps and Aesop shrimps in conformity with detailed rules which Member States shall establish. Such rules may be applicable only to nets towed by fishing vessels.

Article 15
Restrictions on fishing for salmon and sea trout
In Community waters of the fishing zone referred to in Article 2(1)(a), where this fishing zone is included in the areas specified in Article 2(1)(c) to (e) of Council Decision 2004/585/EC,, salmon and sea trout shall not be retained on board or be transhipped, landed, transported, stored, sold, displayed or offered for sale, but shall be returned immediately to the sea when caught:

(a)
within the waters situated outside the 6-mile limit measured from Member States' baselines except in ICES zone IIIa ;

(b)
within any part of  ICES zone IIIa situated outside the 4-mile-limit measured from Member States' baselines;
(c)
when fishing with any towed gear.
CHAPTER III
NATIONAL AND REGIONAL MEASURES






Article 17
Measures taken by Member States applying solely to fishing vessels flying their flag

1.
A Member State may, for the conservation and management of stocks or to reduce the effect of fishing on the marine eco-system, take technical measures for the conservation of fisheries resources applying only to the vessels flying its flag. Those measures may:

(a) supplement measures set out in Community fisheries Regulations; or

(b) go beyond minimum requirements set out in Community fisheries Regulations.
2.
Measures referred to in paragraph 1 shall be compatible with Community law.

3.
The Member State concerned shall communicate such measures without delay to the other Member States and the Commission.

4.
Member States shall supply the Commission, on its request, with all information needed for the assessment of whether the measures comply with paragraph 1.

5.
If the Commission concludes that the measures do not comply with paragraph 1 it shall adopt a decision requiring the Member State to withdraw or modify the measures.
Article 18
National and/or regional plans to reduce or eliminate discards

1.
Member States and/or a Regional Advisory Council may submit proposals to the Commission on matters relating to the establishment of plans to reduce or eliminate discards at sea and improve selectivity of fishing gears. The Commission shall evaluate such proposals and present its observations thereto to the Member State and/or Regional Advisory Council, especially as regards how the plans will contribute to the reduction or elimination of discards, within three months of the date of receipt. 



2.
On the basis of proposals submitted in accordance with paragraph 1 and taking into account the advice from the STECF (Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries), the Commission may adopt plans in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 30(2) of  Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002. 


If the proposal was made by a Member State, the Regional Advisory Councils concerned shall be consulted. 
CHAPTER IV

EXCLUDED ACTIVITIES

Article 19

Scientific research
1.
This Regulation shall not apply to fishing operations conducted solely for the purpose of scientific investigations subject to the following conditions:

(a)
the fishing operations must be carried out with the permission and under the authority of the flag Member State;

(b)
the vessel conducting the fishing operations must carry on board an authorisation issued by the flag Member State;
 
(c)
the coastal Member State must have been informed in advance of the fishing operations;


(d)
if requested by the coastal Member State to the flag Member State, the master of the vessel shall take on board an observer from the coastal Member State during the fishing operations.

2.
Marine organisms caught for the purposes specified in paragraph 1 may be sold, stored, displayed or offered for sale, provided that:

(a)
they meet the standards laid down in Annex I to this Regulation and the marketing standards adopted pursuant to Article 2 of Regulation (EC) No 104/2000
, or
(b)
they are sold directly for purposes other than human consumption.

Article 20
Artificial restocking and transplantation

This Regulation shall not apply to operations conducted solely for the purpose of artificial restocking or transplantation of marine organisms which are carried out with the permission and under the authority of a Member State. Where those operations are carried out in the waters of another Member State, the Commission and all the Member States concerned shall be informed in advance.
CHAPTER V
FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 21
Evaluation of the efficiency of technical measures
Each five years, starting five years after the entry into force of this Regulation, the Commission shall, on the basis of advice from the STECF and after consultation of the relevant Regional Advisory Councils submit to the European Parliament and to the Council a report on the implementation of this Regulation including an assessment of the impact of technical measures on the conservation of fisheries resources. On the basis of that report, the Commission will propose to the Council any necessary amendments.
Article 22
Detailed rules
1.
Detailed rules for the implementation of this Regulation shall be adopted in accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 30(2) of Regulation No 2371/2002. These rules shall lay down in particular:




(a)
provisions for the reduction or elimination of discards and the improvement of the selectivity of fishing gear, where appropriate, including alternative mesh size ranges or percentages of species than those laid down in Annex III to this Regulation;
(b)
measures concerning the restriction of fishing activities in specific periods and/or specific areas referred to in Article 2 on the basis of the best scientific information available in order to protect living aquatic resources and marine ecosystems  in those areas;
(c)
technical descriptions of devices that may be attached to nets;

(d)
other technical measures on the basis of proposals submitted by Member States and/or Regional Advisory Councils to protectliving aquatic resources and marine ecosystems .
2.
The rules referred to in paragraph 1 may include derogations to the provision of this Regulation where necessary in order to transpose into Community law measures laid down in the recommendations made by the North Atlantic Fisheries Commission.
Article 22a

Natura 2000

1.
When measures provided for by the Member States in respect to the obligation laid down in Article 6(2) of Council Directive 92/43/EEC and Article 4(4) of Council Directive 79/207/EEC concern the restriction of fishing activities in special areas of conservation and special protection areas established in accordance with these Directives, the Member States shall present relevant proposal to the Commission. 

2
Proposal submitted by the Member States to the Commission in accordance with paragraph 1 shall include:

(a)
a comprehensive description of the natural features; 

(b) 
the scientific rationale for the site's selection and the specific conservation objectives;

(c) 
the basis for the spatial extent of the site boundary clearly justified in terms of conservation objectives;

(d) 
the threats to habitats and species from different types of fishing gear;

(e) 
proposed technical measures to maintain the habitats features in favourable condition.
3.
On the basis of proposal submitted by the Member State, after a consultation of Regional Advisory Council concerned and taking into account the advice from the STECF, the Commission may adopt appropriate measures in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 30(2) of  Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002. 
Article 23

Procedure for amendments to the Annexes

Amendments to the Annexes to this Regulation shall be adopted in accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 30(3) of Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002.
Article 24
Repeal

1.
Regulations (EC) No 1434/98, (EC) No 850/98, (EC) No 2549/2000, (EC) No 2056/2001, (EC) No 2602/2001, (EC) No 254/2002, (EC) No 494/2002, (EC) No 2166/2005 and Article 7 from (EC) No 1359/2008 are hereby repealed.
2.
References to repealed provisions  shall be construed as references to the corresponding provisions of this Regulation and shall be read in accordance with the correlation table in Annex IV .

Article 25
Entry into force

This Regulation shall enter into force on the seventh day following its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union. 

It shall apply from 1 January 2010. 
This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 


For the Council


The President

Annex I
Minimum landing sizes

Fish
	Cod (Gadus morhua)
Haddock (Melanogrammus aeglefinus)
Saithe (Pollachius virens)
Hake (Merluccius merluccius)
Megrim (Lepidorhombus spp.)
Sole (Solea spp.)
Whiting (Merlangius merlangus)

Ling (Molva molva)

Blue ling (Molva dipterygia)
Bass (Dicentrarchus labrax)
Mackerel (Scomber spp.)
Horse mackerel (Trachurus spp.)
Herring (Clupea harengus)
Sardine (Sardina pilchardus)
Anchovy (Engraulis encrasicolus)
	35 cm

30 cm

35 cm

27 cm

20 cm

24 cm
27 cm

63 cm

70 cm
36 cm

20 cm

15 cm

20 cm

11 cm

12 cm


Crustaceans
	Norway lobster (Nephrops norvegicus)
Norway lobster tails
Lobster (Homarus gammarus)

Crawfish (Palinurus spp.)
Deepwater rose shrimp (Parapenaeus 

longirostriss)
Spinous spider crab (Maia squinado)

Edible crab (Cancer pagurus)
	85 mm (total length)

25 mm (carapace length)

46 mm
87 mm

95 mm

22 mm (carapace length)
120 mm

140 mm


Molluscs
	Octopus (Octopus vulgaris)
Scallop (Pecten maximus)
Queen scallop (Chlamys spp.)

Grooved carpetshell (Ruditapes decussatus)

Carpetshell (Venerupis pullastra)

Short-neecked clam (Ruditapes 

philippinarum)

Clam (Venus verrucosa)

Hard Clam (Callista chione)

Razor clam (Ensis spp.)

Surf clam (Spisula solida)

Donax clam (Donax spp.)

Bean solen (Pharus legumen)

Whelk (Buccinum undatum)
	750 grammes (whole)

450 grammes (gutted)

100 mm
40 mm

40 mm

38 mm

35 mm

40 mm

60 mm

10 cm

25 mm

25 mm

65 mm

45 mm


Annex II
Measurement of the size of marine organism

1.
The size of any fish shall be measured, as shown in Figure 1, from the tip of the snout to the end of the tail fin.

2.
The size of a Norway lobster shall be measured, as shown in Figure 2,  as the length of the carapace, parallel to the midline, from the back of either eye socket to the distal edge of the carapace, and/or, as the total length, from the tip of the rostrum to the rear end of the telson, not including the setae, and/or, in the case of detached Norway lobster tails: from the front edge of the first tail segment present to the rear end of the telson, not including the setae. The tail shall be measured flat, unstretched and on the dorsal side.
3.
The size of a lobster shall be measured as the length of the carapace, parallel to the midline, from the back of either eye socket to the distal edge of the carapace, similarly to the measurement of Norway lobster carapace as shown in Figure 2. a).

4.
The size of a crawfish shall be measured as shown in Figure 3 as the length of the carapace from the tip of the rostrum to the midpoint of the distal edge of the carapace.
5.
The size of a spinous spider crab shall be measured, as shown in Figure 4 as the length  of the carapace measured, along the midline, from the edge of the carapace between the rostrums to the posterior edge of the carapace.
6.
The size of an edible crab shall be measured, as shown in Figure 5, as the minimum width of the carapace measured perpendicular to the antero-posterior midline of the carapace.
7.
The size of any bivalve mollusc shall be measured, as shown in Figure 6, across the longest part of the shell.
8.
The size of a whelk shall be measured, as shown in Figure 7, as the length of the shell.
Figure 1
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Figure 2
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   b)
(a) Carapace length

(b) Overall length

Figure 3
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Figure 5 
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Figure 6
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Figure 7

Annex III
Part I - North Sea
Mesh size ranges, and required combinations of percentages of species applicable to the use of a single mesh size range

A.
Towed gears
The percentages indicated in the table below apply to the following species: cod (Gadus morhua), haddock (Melanogrammus aeglefinus), hake (Merluccius merluccius), saithe (pollachius virens), Nephrops (Nephrops norvegicus), Pandalus (Pandalus borealis), shrimp /common prawn (Pandalus montagui, Crangon spp., Palaemon spp.)sprat (Sprattus spattus), sandeel (Ammodytidae), Norway pout (Trisopterus esmarkii), blue whiting (Micromesistius poutassou), mackerel (Scomber spp.), horse mackerel (Trachurus spp.), herring (Clupea harengus).

	Mesh Size (MS)
	MS<16
	16 ≤ MS < 80
	45 ≤ MS < 80(1)
	70 ≤ MS < 120(2)
	MS <80
	80 ≤ MS < 120(3)
	80 ≤ MS < 120
	120 ≤ MS

	Max. % cod 
	2
	2
	2
	
	2
	5
	5
	

	Max. % cod, haddock, hake, saithe
	2
	5
	5
	
	2
	20
	10
	

	Min % nephrops
	
	
	
	70
	
	
	
	

	Max % whiting
	2
	2
	2
	
	
	
	5
	

	Min % shrimp, common prawn sprat, Norway pout
	
	90


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Min % sandeel
	95
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Min %

pandalus
	
	
	50
	
	
	
	
	


	Min % blue whiting, mackerel, horse mackerel, herring, sprat
	
	
	
	
	90 
	
	
	


(1) The codend shall be equipped with a grid in accordance with Appendix 1.
(2) When applying this mesh size range the codend shall be constructed of square mesh netting with a sorting grid in accordance with Appendix 2  
(3) The gear shall be equipped with a square mesh window described in Appendix 3. 

B.
Passive nets
The percentages indicated in the table below apply to the following species  : cod (Gadus morhua), hake (Merluccius merluccius), anglerfish (Lophiidae), turbot (Psetta maxima), megrim (Lepidorhombus spp.), sole (Solea spp.), sprat (Sprattus spattus), eel (Anguilla anguilla), blue whiting (Micromesistius poutassou), mackerel (Scomber spp.), horse mackerel (Trachurus spp.), herring (Clupea harengus).

	Mesh Size (MS)
	10 ≤ MS < 50 
	50 ≤ MS < 100
	MS < 80
	100 ≤ MS < 120
	120 ≤ MS <140
	140 ≤ MS <220
	220 ≤ MS

	Max. % cod 
	2
	5
	2
	5
	5
	
	

	Max % anglerfish, turbot
	2


	10
	
	10
	10
	10
	

	Max. % of cod, hake,  anglerfish, megrim, turbot
	2
	5
	     
	
	
	
	


	Max % hake
	2
	5
	2
	5
	
	
	


	Max % sole
	2
	5
	
	
	
	
	

	Min % sole
	
	
	
	40
	
	
	

	Min % eel, sprat
	90
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Min % blue whiting, mackerel, horse mackerel, herring
	
	
	90 
	
	
	
	


Part II - North Western Waters

Mesh size ranges,  and required combinations of percentages of species applicable to the use of a single mesh size range
A.
Towed gears
The percentages indicated in the table below apply to the following species: Cod (Gadus morhua), haddock (Melanogrammus aeglefinus), hake (Merluccius merluccius), saithe (pollachius virens), shrimp (Penaeus spp.), common prawn (Pandalus montagui, Crangon spp., Palaemon spp.), anglerfish (Lophiidae), deep sea species, blue whiting (Micromesistius poutassou), mackerel (Scomber spp.), horse mackerel (Trachurus spp.), herring (Clupea harengus).

	Mesh Size (MS)
	16 ≤ MS < 80
	70 ≤ MS < 120
	<80(3)
	80 ≤ MS < 100(1)
	80 ≤ MS < 100
	100 ≤ MS < 120
	120 ≤ MS

	Max. % cod 
	2
	
	2
	5
	5
	5
	

	Max % hake, 

deep sea species(2)
	2
	
	2
	5
	5
	
	

	Max    % whiting


	2
	
	
	
	5
	
	

	Max. % cod, haddock, saithe, anglerfish
	
	
	
	20
	10
	10
	

	Min % nephrops 
	
	70
	
	
	
	
	

	Min % shrimp, common prawn
	90


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Min % 

blue whiting, mackerel, horse mackerel, herring
	
	
	90
	
	
	
	


(1)  The gear shall be equipped with a square mesh window described in Appendix 4.
(2) Any mixture of ling (Molva molva), blue ling (Molva dypterygia), siki, sharks, black scabbardfish (Aphanopus carbo), orange roughy (Hoplostethus atlanticus), Physis spp. and Brosme brosme

(3) When applying this mesh size range the codend shall be constructed of square mesh netting with a sorting grid in accordance with Appendix 2. 
B.
Passive nets
The percentages indicated in the table below apply to the following species:  Cod (Gadus morhua), hake (Merluccius merluccius), anglerfish (Lophiidae), turbot (Psetta maxima), megrim (Lepidorhombus spp.), sole (Solea spp.), blue whiting (Micromesistius poutassou), mackerel (Scomber spp.), horse mackerel (Trachurus spp.), herring (Clupea harengus).

	Mesh Size (MS)
	50 ≤ MS < 90
	<80
	100 ≤ MS < 120
	120 ≤ MS <140
	140 ≤ MS <220
	220 ≤ MS

	Max. % cod 
	5
	2
	5
	5
	
	

	Max % anglerfish, turbot
	5
	
	5
	5
	5
	

	Max. % of cod, hake, anglerfish, megrim, turbot
	5
	
	
	
	
	

	Max % of hake
	5
	2
	5
	
	
	

	Max % sole
	5
	
	
	
	
	

	Min % sole
	
	
	40
	
	
	


	Min % blue whiting, mackerel, horse mackerel, herring
	
	90
	
	
	
	


Part III – South Western Waters
Mesh size ranges,  and required combinations of percentages of species applicable to the use of a single mesh size range
A.
Towed gears 

The percentages indicated in the table below apply to the following species:  hake (Merluccius merluccius), Nephrops (Nephrops norvegicus), sole (Solea spp.), shrimp (Penaeus spp.), common prawn (Pandalus montagui, Crangon spp., Palaemon spp.), sardine (Sardina pilchardus), anchovy (Engraulis encrasicolus), blue whiting (Micromesistius poutassou), mackerel (Scomber spp.), horse mackerel (Trachurus spp).


	Mesh Size (MS)
	16 ≤ MS < 60
	16 ≤ MS < 60
	60 ≤ MS < 80
	80 ≤ MS < 100
	100 ≤ MS

	Max. % hake
	2
	2
	5
	20
	

	Max. % of hake, sole, nephrops
	2
	2


	10
	
	

	Min % sardine, anchovy, blue whiting, mackerel, horse mackerel
	
	90
	
	
	

	Min % shrimp, common prawn
	50
	
	
	
	


B.
Passive nets 
The percentages indicated in the table below apply to the following species  hake (Merluccius merluccius), anglerfish (Lophiidae), turbot (Psetta maxima), megrim (Lepidorhombus spp.), sole (Solea spp.), blue whiting (Micromesistius poutassou), mackerel (Scomber spp.), horse mackerel (Trachurus spp.), sardine (Sardina pilchardus).

	Mesh Size (MS)
	MS 50
	50 ≤ MS < 80
	80 ≤ MS < 100
	100 ≤ MS <220
	220 ≤ MS

	Max %  anglerfish, turbot  
	
	5
	5
	5
	

	Max % hake
	2
	5
	5
	
	

	Max. % of hake, sole, anglerfish, turbot, megrim
	5


	5
	20
	
	

	Min % 

blue whiting, mackerel, horse mackerel, sardine
	90
	
	
	
	


Appendix 1 to Annex III
Specifications for the Sorting grid for Pandalus trawl fishery

(a) 
The species selective grid shall be attached in trawls in the codend or in front of the codend


(b) 
The bars of the grid shall be parallel to the longitudinal axis of the grid. The bar spacing of the grid shall not exceed 19 mm. It shall be permitted to use one or more hinges in order to facilitate its storage on the net drum.


(c)
 The grid shall be mounted diagonally in the trawl, upwards backwards. All sides of the grid shall be securely attached to the trawl.


(d) 
In the upper panel of the trawl there shall be an unblocked fish outlet in immediate connection to the upper side of the grid. The opening of the fish outlet shall have the same width in the posterior side as the width of the grid and shall be cut out to a tip in the anterior direction along mesh bars from both sides of the grid.


(e)
 It shall be permitted to attach in front of the grid a funnel to guide the catch towards the trawl floor and grid. The width of the guiding funnel towards the grid shall be the grid width.
Appendix 2 to Annex III
Specifications for the Sorting grid for 70 mm trawl fishery

(a) 
The species selective grid shall be attached in trawls with full square mesh codend with a mesh size equal to or larger than 70 mm and smaller than 90 mm. The 
minimum length of the codend shall be 8 meters. It shall be prohibited to use any trawl 
having more than 100 square meshes in any circumference of the codend, excluding the joining or the selvedges.

(b) 
The grid shall be rectangular. The bars of the grid shall be parallel to the longitudinal axis of the grid. The bar spacing of the grid shall not exceed 35 mm. It shall be permitted to use one or more hinges in order to facilitate its storage on the net drum.

(c) 
The grid shall be mounted diagonally in the trawl, upwards backwards, anywhere from just in front of the codend to the anterior end of the untapered section. All sides of the grid shall be attached to the trawl.

(d) 
In the upper panel of the trawl there shall be an unblocked fish outlet in immediate connection to the upper side of the grid. The opening of the fish outlet shall have the same width in the posterior side as the width of the grid and shall be cut out to a tip in the anterior direction along mesh bars from both sides of the grid.

(e)
 It shall be permitted to attach in front of the grid a funnel to lead the fish towards the trawl floor and grid. The minimum mesh size of the funnel shall be 70 mm. The minimum vertical opening of the guiding funnel towards the grid shall be 15 cm. The width of the guiding funnel towards the grid shall be the grid width.

[image: image7.emf]

Schematic illustration of a size and species selective trawl. Entering fish is lead 
towards the trawl floor and grid via a leading funnel. Larger fish is then led out of the 
trawl by the grid while smaller fish and Norway lobster pass through the grid and enter 
the codend. The full square mesh codend enhance escapement of small fish and 
undersized Norway lobster.

Appendix 3 to Annex III
Square mesh window

 (a)
Specifications of the top square mesh window

The window shall be a rectangular section of netting. The netting shall be single twine. The meshes shall be square meshes, i.e. all four sides of the window netting shall be cut all bars. The mesh size shall be equal or more than 120 mm. The length of the window shall be at least 3 meters.
(b)
Location of the window

The window shall be inserted into the top panel of the codend. The window shall terminate no more than 6 meters from the codline. 
(c)
Insertion of the window into the diamond meshes netting

There shall be no more than two open diamond meshes between the longitudinal side of the window and the adjacent selvedge. The strength length of the window shall be equal to the strength length of the diamond meshes attached to the longitudinal side of the window. The joining rate between the diamond meshes of the top panel of the codend and the smallest side of the window shall be three diamond meshes to one a square mesh, except for edge bars of the window from both sides. 

Appendix 4 to Annex III
Square mesh window

1.
Specifications of the top square mesh window


The window shall be a rectangular section of netting. The netting shall be single twine. The meshes shall be square meshes, i.e. all four sides of the window netting shall be cut all bars. The mesh size shall be equal or more than 120 mm. The length of the window shall be at least 3 m.

2. 
Location of the window

The window shall be inserted into the top panel of the codend. The window shall terminate no more than 6 m from the codline. 

3. 
Insertion of the window into the diamond meshes netting


There shall be no more than two open diamond meshes between the longitudinal side of the window and the adjacent selvedge. The strength length of the window shall be equal to the strength length of the diamond meshes attached to the longitudinal side of the window. The joining rate between the diamond meshes of the top panel of the codend and the smallest side of the window shall be three diamond meshes to one a square mesh, for 80 mm codend, or two diamond meshed to one square mesh for 120 mm codend, except for edge bars of the window from both sides except for edge bars of the window from both sides. 
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