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The North Sea Regional Advisory Council (NSRAC)
WG Skagerrak and Kattegat (8th meeting)

Minutes

Date: September 25 2009 

Location: Fiskets Hus, Gothenburg, Sweden

Attending members:

Chair Carl-Jesper Hermansen, Danish Fishermen’s Association

Rapporteur Fredrik Lindberg, Swedish Fishermen’s Federation

Svend-Erik Andersen, Danish Fishermen’s Association

Niels Wichmann, Danish Fishermen’s Association

Henrik Svenberg, Swedish Fishermen’s Federation

Bengt-Olof Eliasson, Swedish Fishermen’s Federation
Attending observers:

Peter Hopkins, European Commission

Bent Pallisgaard, Danish Directorate of Fisheries

Mia Dahlström, Swedish National Board of Fisheries

Karin Linderholm, Swedish National Board of Fisheries

Tryggve Bjørnerem, Fiskerlaget Sør, Norway

Claus Hjerne Pedersen, Danish Fishermen’s Association

Bertil Andersson, Swedish Fishermen’s Federation

Viking Bengtsson, Swedish Fishermen’s Federation

1. Opening and introduction
Carl-Jesper Hermansen opened the meeting and welcomed members and observers. 
2. Adoption of agenda
The WG adopted the agenda for the meeting as follows from these minutes. 

3. Minutes from WG-meeting March 30 2009   

The minutes from the WG-meeting in Copenhagen March 30 2009 was approved. 

4. Appointment of new chair of the WG
The WG unanimously appointed Carl-Jesper Hermansen as new chair of the WG. 

5. Proposal for technical regulation in Skagerrak/Kattegat
The circulated and enclosed proposal “NSRAC WG proposal for technical regulation in Skagerrak/Kattegat” was in detail presented and discussed. 
It was agreed to rewrite the proposal and that in the new wording of it more emphasis should be placed on the economical consequences of a non-approval of it. The proposal shall thereafter be forwarded to the Executive Committee at the meeting in Leiden in October (15 and 16). 
In conjunction herewith, the fact that a new COM proposal for a technical regulation is presented during the next week was discussed, as well as the consequences following from an adoption of the Lisbon Treaty in this perspective. 

6. ICES advice 2010
A general presentation of the relevant ICES advice for TAC’s for 2010 was given. 
The WG discussed the situation, especially the state of play as to days at sea in the coming years according to the cod management plan. 

7. Kattegat
Niels Wichmann presented a memorandum from the Danish law firm Kromann Reumert on the closed areas in the Kattegat. The conclusion following from the memorandum is that Denmark and Sweden probably have not acted correct in closing the areas in question for fishing activities for the concerned fishermen. 
The situation as to Greenepeace’s dumping of stones in the Kattegat was thoroughly discussed and analyzed. 

The relevant Environment Court in Sweden’s ruling (Nacka district court in case M4022-09) as to the application from the municipality of Falkenberg to dredge its harbour and tip within the for fishing closed areas in the Kattegat was presented and analyzed.

8. Skagerrak
The situation as to the Skagerrak was discussed. 

It was agreed to forward to the Executive committee the fact that the ICES’a advice on plaice is of such poor quality that it is a problem for MSC certification. 

It was agreed that Norway’s cancellation of the Skagerrak agreement from 1966 will be dealt with at the next WG-meeting. 
9. Closing
The chair thanked the participants for the constructive meeting and declared it closed. 
Carl-Jesper Hermansen

Fredrik Lindberg
Chair



Rapporteur
