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NSRAC WG proposal for technical regulation in Skagerrak/Kattegat
The general mesh size
 in Skagerrak/Kattegat is 90 mm today. With a later amendment (introduction of a 120 mm exit window in the roof of the trawl) this is the gear used by the majority of the vessels fishing for Nephrops as well as a number of round- and flat-fish species, such as cod, saithe, haddock, plaice, angler fish, and other economically very important species.
In the discussions on a new technical regulation, it has been suggested that the technical regulations in force in the North Sea should also apply in Skagerrak and Kattegat. The argument, that the same rules shall apply in all areas, is not in itself a good argument, and it has to be appreciated that conditions – as well as catch compositions – vary between areas. It must also be pointed out, that narrow-mindedly introducing the same mesh size regulations that are valid in the North Sea to Skagerrak/Kattegat is not likely to bring about any improvement in the discard situation – on the contrary.
The reason being this:
In the North Sea the general mesh size is 120 mm. As this mesh is too large to hold several of the important flatfish species, there is also the possibility in the Southern part of the North Sea to use mesh sizes between 80 and 120 mm. If this mesh size is used however, there is a very restrictive limit to the amount of cod and other roundfish species that the vessel is allowed to land
.

In a cooperative research project Danish Fishermen’s Association and DTU Aqua investigated the effect of using a 120 mm. mesh in the mixed fishery in Skagerrak. The investigation documented that, compared to the 90 mm. mesh, the amount of marketable Nephrops in the catch is reduced by 34 %, cod is reduced by 33 % and sole more than 90 %. In value this amounts to more than 30 % of the income to many vessels
. It goes without saying, that fishermen will go far to compensate for such a loss. It may well be true that the resource will adapt to the decreased fishing pressure, but the quoted article documents that it will take at least three years before the value of the catch is “back to normal”. Nobody can survive a three-years-in-a-row reduction of value in the mentioned order of magnitude. The fleets operating in the area have invested substantial resources in buying the necessary quota of cod and other species - in order to reduce discard. They have adapted to the stocks and the catch composition they are likely to experience. They will feel forced into using 80 mm to catch their Nephrops and discard all their saithe and cod. 
A likely consequence of the change is therefore an overall increase in discards.
To prevent this unfortunate row of events, it is suggested to increase the general mesh size in Skagerrak to 100 mm. and not allow for mesh sizes between 50 and 99 mm. In Kattegat, where “standard” catch composition is different from Skagerrak – and much more in line with that of the Southern North Sea – a 120 mm general mesh size is acceptable, with a possibility to use 80 mm. for Nephrops and flatfish. Although occurrence of cod in the fishery targeting Nephrops is small, a 5 % limit is not a good idea. This is because catches in Kattegat can be rather small – for instance 200kg – which would make it illegal to land more than 10 kg of cod – inferring the fisherman to discard. As an alternative it is suggested to allow for a maximum of 100 kg per day.
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� The term ”general mesh size” implies the mesh size (usually the largest of a range) the use of which does not infer restrictions on the catch (actually landing) composition.


� 10% according to the basic regulation Reg 850/98 but only 5% according to later amendments.


� Krag L.A., Frandsen, R.P., Madsen, N.,, 2008. Evaluation of a simple means to reduce discard in the Kattegat-Skagerrak Nephrops (Nephrops norvegicus) fishery: Commercial testing of different codends and square-mesh panels. Fish. Res. 91,175-186.
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