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RG1 3BD
Joyce Walker, North Sea Regional Advisory Council
NSRAC Secretariat, Woodhill House,
Westburn Road, Aberdeen,
AB16 5GB

27" January 2010

Dear Sirs
Reference: Announcement of Forewind successful bid for Dogger Bank

As you are aware, last year the Forewind consortium submitted a bid to The Crown Estate for the
opportunity to secure a Zone Development Agreement in the third licence round (Round 3) for UK offshore
wind farms.

This morning The Crown Estate announced that Forewind, comprising four leading international energy
companies, has been awarded the licence for the largest zone in Round 3, Dogger Bank.

Forewind's four partners are: SSE (Scottish and Southern Energy plc); RWE npower renewables, the UK
subsidiary of RWE Innogy, and two of Norway's largest companies, Statkraft and Statoil.

The Dogger Bank zone is located off the east coast of Yorkshire between 125 and 195 kilometres offshore. It
extends over approximately 8660km? with its outer limit aligned to UK continental shelf limit as defined by
the UK Hydrographic Office. The water depth ranges from 18-63 metres.

Forewind has agreed with The Crown Estate a target installed capacity of 9GW, though the zone has a
potential for approximately 13GW, which equates to around 10 per cent of the total projected UK electricity
requirements. If developed it is likely to be the world's largest offshore wind project.

This letter is to inform you that the Forewind consortium will now begin to carry out the extensive
consultation, surveys, assessments and planning activities required for the consent process.

In order to take the development of the Zone forward, we intend to undertake a Zone Appraisal and Planning
process (ZAP). The benefits of the ZAP process are:

= Maximises the opportunity provided by a zonal development, through ongoing and periodic appraisal of
zonal capacity with regard to cumulative and in-combination effects;

= Provides the opportunity to develop an effective consenting strategy for the zone as a whole,
considering the regulatory regime;

= Avoids duplication of effort, easing pressure on developers, consenting authorities, stakeholders and
industry resources; and

= |mproves the efficiency and robustness of data capture, storage, management and integration of data.
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The ZAP will build on the desk-based assessments undertaken to date, to further refine the capacity of the
Zone and enable Forewind to develop a strategy for the development of the Zone. It is likely to be developed
in stages, with a number of separate applications submitted to the IPC over a number of years for the entire
Zone. Forewind are in the process of appointing a consultant to act as ZAP Coordinator.

Forewind currently intend to develop the Zone in four separate tranches (A to D) with roughly 3GW of
capacity within each tranche. The ZAP will be a vital tool to identify the location of these four tranches,
including which of the tranches should be prioritised, and the order of their development. Further, it is
possible that, owing to the varied and complex constraints that exist in the marine area, the 3GW generating
capacity within each tranche may be developed as a number of separate, individual projects.

Forewind intend to submit a request(s) for a Scoping Opinion(s) to establish the scope of the first
Environmental Impact Assessment(s) (EIAs) to the IPC by Aug 2010 for the first tranche of applications that
it intends to develop. The outcome of the ZAP will inform the way in which the tranches are developed and
the tranches and sites are prioritised. The headline dates for the rest of the ZAP programme of work is
attached to this letter in Table 1.

Given the Forewind's ambitious development programme, it will be necessary for us to have identified the
first two tranches for development prior to the completion of the ZAP. Forewind intends to deal with this
issue by taking a risk-based approach to tranche and site identification, and through thorough consultation.

As a consortium, the company draws on exceptional financial strength and technical knowledge, which will
be invaluable in dealing with the challenges facing Round 3 developers.

We are excited about the announcement of Forewind as the successful bidder for Dogger Bank as we are
ready to make a significant contribution to the future of offshore wind energy in the UK.

We welcome any initial thoughts or feedback you may have on the Dogger Bank project at this early stage
so please contact us using the contact details attached in the Team Information page and will be in contact
with statutory consultees later this month to arrange consultation meetings. We will also be consulting more
widely through a series of workshops with all stakeholders scheduled for April 2010.

Yours sincerely,
On behalf of Forewind

Gareth Lewis
Head of Development

Abbots House Web: www forewind.co.uk

Abbey Road Email: info@forewind.co.uk

Reading RGI 3BD

United Kingdom
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Map of Dogger Bank Zone
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Key Development Team Contacts

Head of +44 (0) 7717 201535 | gareth lewis@sserenewables.com |

Gareth Lewis
Development
Sharn Ward Offshore +44 (0) 2088 341051 | sharn.ward@statkraft.com
Stakeholder Abbots
and Consent House
Manager Abbey Road
Kim Gauld- Cable +44 (0) 7795 333638 | kim.gauld-clark@rwe.com Reading
Clark Stakeholder Berkshire
and Consent United
Manager Kingdom
Gavin Clark Onshore +44 (0) 7717 152744 | gavin.clark@sserenewables.com RG1 3BD
Stakeholder
and Consent
Manager
Forewind Abbots House Web: www forewind.co.uk
Abbey Road Email: info@ forewind.co.uk
R\'.ldln; RGI1 3BD
United Kingdom







