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Did previous agreements work?

Global IUCN 2022

OSPAR QSR 2023

EEA 2020

Stanbury et al. 2024



Change in approach
is required

Transforming biodiversity conservation into positive force requires 
innovative & focused approach, collective engagement, & substantial 
financing to overcome historical challenges hinder nature conservation

GBF reversing trajectory of biodiversity loss 



GBF details 23 targets for 2030



Published 
EU plans?

• Establish larger network of protected areas
• Launch of EU nature restoration plan, with Nature Restoration Law
• Introduce measures to enable transformative change:

➢ Unlock funding for biodiversity
➢ Set in motion new, strengthened governance for better implementation 
➢ Improve knowledge, financing & investment, respect nature in decision-making

• Measures to tackle global biodiversity challenge with EU leading by 
example with ambitious global biodiversity framework

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
https://www.cbd.int/doc/world/eur/eur-nbsap-v4-en.pdf  

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
https://www.cbd.int/doc/world/eur/eur-nbsap-v4-en.pdf


Working with fishers 
to adapt CFP …



Current narrative portrays fisheries as threat to 
nature. Fisheries possess potential to affect 
positive, pronounced change

GBF offers opportunities & threats

Mainstreaming, engage industry, remove subsidies, 
investment, capacity building, data & knowledge sharing,
participatory & devolved governance, gender action.

Tools & solutions



Decisions:
evidence-informed including
potential consequences of those decisions 

Science needs



e.g. Target 10  Enhance biodiversity & sustainability in… fisheries

“Ensure that areas under… fisheries are managed sustainably, 
through sustainable use of biodiversity.”
Nature’s contributions to people - all contributions from biodiversity 
to people’s well-being or quality of life.

Spatially map areas vital for fisheries
• needed to represent fishery interests
• enables more balanced view of fisheries 

as “Blue Solution” to community needs, 
hunger & poverty



Thanks
especially to IUCN FEG, FAO & CBD

Implications of GBF
• GBF offers opportunity for fisheries voices
• CFP must actively engage as EU 

contributor to GBF
• Evidence for “Meeting People’s 

Needs” must be built Existing 
guides
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