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▪ Sustainable fisheries can only be achieved if the socio-cultural importance of fisheries is 

considered. This will contribute to the diversity and resilience of the sector, is crucial for 

its survival and is a much-needed contribution to food security and human wellbeing. 

▪ As with the economic value of fishing and the ecological value of the[natural part of the] 

ecosystem (biodiversity), we need to and can do this based on evidence. 

Key message
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Photo’s: Deetman (taken of billbord in harbour Texel); Kraan (Zoutkamp & Ghana)



Social science contribution to fisheries 

management and science
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Better 
understanding 

of fisher 
behaviour

Participatory 
governance

Social data 
collection

Social impact 
analysis

…

There is way 
more in our 
toolbox ☺



Good news! 

More and more attention for the social dimension
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2019



In general about social science

➢Main questions: 

➢ Why do people do what they do? (agency)

➢ How have they organized it? (structure)

➢Main generalization: context matters!

▪ Key aspect: understand this 

from their perspective.
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Thomas theorem: “if men define situations as real, they are real in their consequences”.



Rapid more attention for the social dimension is crucial

▪ Change is happening

▪ Human use of oceans on the rise

▪ Policy intends to influence 

behaviour of ocean actors

▪ Behaviour = social

▪ Impact = also social 

▪ Science is needed but also 

understand people’s values
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Offshore renewable energy, Brexit, MPA’s, changing policy … 

Photo: Koos de visser



So what evidence base 

can we provide? (1)

7

Method: participant observation

Purpose: understand the 

choices fishers make at sea 

Why: displacement

MONS project, funded by the Dutch government



So what evidence base 

can we provide? (2)
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Method: interviews and 

survey*

Purpose: understand the 

impact of policy changes on 

fishers and their communities

Why: cumulative effects of a 

diverse set of policy changes

SEI project, funded by the Dutch government

* If social indicators are collected on a regular basis and are put in context, this will monitoring can be continous

Social and cultural value of fishing for the fishing community/ies

And the consequences of policy changes



Thanks

Marloes.kraan@wur.nl

Wageningen Economic Research

Delta Climate Centre

Environmental Policy Group

Centre for Maritime Research
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