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The Norwegian Fishing Industry:

• About 11 000 fishermen and 5 500 
fishing vessels.

• We harvest about 2,5 million tonnes 
of seafood each year.

• Norwegian seafood is exported to 
more than 130 countries.
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About the Norwegian Fishermen’s Association:

• A politically independent national 
organization for professional fishermen.

• Organizes boat owners, as well as 
crewmen, on all kinds of fishing vessels.

• Safeguarding members' interests - both 
at sea and elsewhere.

• An active participant in national and 
international fisheries management.
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The fishermen’s view on co-existence:

• We have a positive basic attitude towards 
other industries and interests.

• However: New industries should not harm 
fishing-activity, important spawning and 
breeding grounds, the marine 
environment or seafood security.



Norwegian 
marine waters:

• Total: 2 039 951 km2

• Marine internal waters: 89 091 km2

• Territorial sea (12-nm zone): 145 458 km2

• Exclusive Economic Zone: 787 640 km2



Fishing-activity in 
Norwegian waters:

• Most of the catch is carried 
out in relatively small areas.

• These areas should be 
reserved for fishing.

Kart: Fiskeridirektoratet



Coastal zone
planning in Norway:

• The municipalities make legally bonding
coastal zone plans within one nautical 
mile of the baseline.

• The most important motivation               is 
to facilitate aquaculture…
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Management plans 
for the Barents Sea, the 
Norwegian Sea and the 
North Sea and Skagerrak:

• Purpose: “To provide a framework for 
value creation through sustainable 
use while maintaining the high 
environmental value of our marine 
areas”. 

• The “special laws” still have priority. 



• “Particularly valuable and vulnerable 
areas” is an important basis for marine 
management plans and marine 
protection.

• Fisheries are restricted in accordance 
with the Marine Resources Act.

• The government is now working on a 
new legislation on marine protection
(outside the Exclusive Economic Zone). 

Marine protection:



«Industrial plans» for marine areas

• The government declaration (2021) stated 
that industrial plans shall be drawn up for 
Norwegian marine areas.

• The industrial plans shall “facilitate a 
comprehensive development of existing 
and new marine industries, and to support 
employment and the goal of the greatest 
possible overall value creation within a 
sustainable framework”.



The petroleum industry

Foto: Oljedirektoratet



Marine mining



Offshore 
aquaculture



Offshore wind power plants:

Foto: Jan Henrik Sandberg

• Mai 2022: The government decided to allocate 
enough sea areas to develop 30 GW offshore wind 
power plants by 2040.

• Until now less than 0,1 GW is installed.

• What will this lead to for the fish stocks, the fishing 
industry, the national economy and the CO2-
emissions (overall)?



• Offshore wind turbines, both bottom-fixed and floating 
turbines, are often placed in relatively shallow sea areas.

• These shallow areas are usually also our most important fishing-
grounds and spawning areas.

• Spawning and fishing grounds can’t be moved to other places…
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Offshore wind power plants 
seems to need much more    
space than expected...

• It has been assumed that 30 
GW of offshore wind power 
could be developed in an area 
at about 5,000 km2.

• Last week the authorities 
proposed to investigate 54,000 
km2 for wind power 
development…

Oceanbox.io



Dagsavisen, 20 October 2021

Future spatial squeeze…?

• All wind power companies that 
operates in Norway seem to be 
interested in building offshore wind 
power plants south of Bergen.

• It’s obvious that the biggest “spatial 
squeeze” in our waters will occur in 
the North Sea.

• Export cables (hybrid cable network) 
will be an additional challenge.



More detailed information is to be found
at www.barentswatch.no/en/

http://www.barentswatch.no/en/


Thank you for your attention!
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