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✓Anticipate future uses

✓Reduce conflicts on access to the 

maritime space

✓Preserve and protect the marine 

ecosystem

✓ Improve certainty and predictability for 

private investments

✓Reduce coordination costs for public 

authorities

Why Maritime Spatial Planning?





Timeline of major European policy initiatives addressing maritime spatial planning 
(MSP)







Timing



Geographical coverage

MSP Directive

MSPD applies to marine waters:

(1) Waters, seabed and subsoil as defines 
in point (1)(a) of Article 3 Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive 

and

(2)Coastal waters as defined point 7 of 
Article 2 of 

Water Framework Directive

In practice:

MSPD covers coastal waters, territorial 
waters and EEZ of 22 coastal EU Member 
States, does not cover overseas countries 
and territories of Annex II of the Treaty 
and French overseas Departments and 
Collectivities. 



MSP Directive’s Requirements:

• To Establish a Maritime Spatial Plan

• Apply an ecosystem-based approach

• Promote coherence

• Take land-sea interactions into account

• Spatial and temporal distribution of activities

• Involve stakeholders

• Use best available data

• Cooperate with bordering Member States and non-EU 
countries

However: 
▪ Member States in charge of actual planning.
▪ MSPD lists the possible activities to be included, however it is

mainly to MS to decide on the inclusion and on the content.
▪ MSPD does not determine whether the Plan has to be « legally

binding ».



Maritime Spatial Planning

Example Belgium: brochure

“Something is moving at sea”www.marineatlas.be

emodnet.ec.europa.eu



Establishing maritime spatial plans: overview of progress 

(1) early starters and already had plans (BE,NL,DE,MT,LT)

(2) succeeded within the deadline fixed by the directive or later 
(FI,LV,PL,DK,FR,IE,SI,SE,EE,PT(except Azores) ES, LT and HR). 

(3) Still 5 MS (CY,IT,RO,EL,BG) with no MSPs. Infringement procedures ongoing. 
“Reasoned opinions” sent on 19.04.2023 (2nd stage in the procedure).

COM/2022/185 final of 3 May 2022





Member State Expert Group on MSP

Member States Expert Group E01682/2- Maritime Spatial 
Planning is a Sub-Group of for Maritime Policy Member State 
Experts Group. 

Mission:
(a) to serve as an informal forum of national experts on implementation
of MSP Directive.

(b) to establish cooperation/coordination between the COM and MS or
stakeholders on questions relating to policies in the field of MSP.

(c) exchange of experience and good practice in the field of MSP.

Meets twice a year.
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ReMAP



EU support to cross-border projects

• Obligation for MSs to cooperate (Art. 11 of MSPD)

• Min. 2 EU MSs, but non-EU countries can be involved 

• Support the work of MS for cross-border planning

• Develop a vision by sea basin: future uses, needs and development options

• Ensure effective engagement of stakeholders in design and implementation of 
MSP

• Supported through EMFAF, but also Horizon Europe, Interreg, LIFE and 
national funding





•

EU MSP Platform - https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/



Blue Forum
➢ Why? In the Sustainable Blue Economy 

Communication (May 2021) « A Blue 
Forum for users of the sea to coordinate
dialogue »

• What For? Management of changes 
happening at Sea

• What is the Ocean we want?

• Using science for policy and creating
an educational community

• Help realising the Sustainable Blue 
Economy with all stakeholders

• How ? MSP & Blue Forum Assistance 
Mechanism

• When? Launch Event in Brest in parallel to 
the EMD 26 May 2023 + several events
and scoping papers







EU Leader in MSP in the world



Cooperation with IOC UNESCO

Past: MSPGlobal - 1,4 Million Euros - 3 years (2018-2020) 

Main work streams :1) Develop guidance on Cross-border MSP

2) 2 Pilot projects in the South East Pacific and in Mediterranean

In addition: International MSP Forum was established (5 edditions)

Future (in preparation): MSPGlobal 2.0 - 1 Million (from EMFAF WP 
2022-2023) - 1,5-2 years (2023-2025)

Project in preparation (implementaiton of Guidance, again 2 Pilot 
projects planned, MSPforum(s)) 



Joint Roadmaps on MSP (DG MARE/IOC UNESCO)

• March 2017 DG MARE and the IOC-UNESCO adopted a “Joint Roadmap to 

accelerate Maritime/Marine Spatial Planning processes worldwide”. This 

MSProadmap (2017-2021) included ten actions divided into five priority areas. 

• November 2022 during the International MSP Conference in Barcelona Updated 

Joint Roadmap to accelerate Marine/Maritime Spatial Planning processes 

worldwide - MSProadmap (2022-2027). It covers a set of six priority areas 

divided into cross-cutting and thematic pillars:

Cross-cutting

1. Knowledge support

2. Capacity development and awareness

3. Transboundary cooperation

Thematic

1. Climate-smart MSP

2. Marine protection and restoration

3. Sustainable blue economy





Useful Links: 

o Report on MSP implementation:

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=COM(2022)185&lang=en

o European Commission site on MSP:

https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/ocean/blue-economy/maritime-spatial-planning_en

o The European Maritime Spatial Planning Platform

https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/

o MSPGlobal: 

https://www.mspglobal2030.org/

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=COM(2022)185&lang=en
https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/ocean/blue-economy/maritime-spatial-planning_en
https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/
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More background information at:

https://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/home_en 
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