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Decision Support Tool for Optimizing Catches in Bottom Trawling

To improve bottom trawl sustainability and efficiency - 2 strategies
1) Implement fishing gear modifications – Innovation in gear selectivity
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Decision Support Tool for Optimizing Catches in Bottom Trawling

To improve bottom trawl sustainability and efficiency - 2 strategies
2) Allocating fishing effort– A catch prediction tool to assist fishermen decision-making
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Decision Support Tool for Optimizing Catches in Bottom Trawling

To improve bottom trawl sustainability and efficiency - 2 strategies
2) Allocating fishing effort– A catch prediction tool to assist fishermen decision-making

Aim 1: 
optimize catch

by avoiding 
bycatch

Aim 2: 
easy-to-use 

tool for 
fishermen

Bottleneck 1 (in development): quality of baseline data
Bottleneck 2 (in implemenation): not complete elimination of unwanted catches
Bottleneck 3 (in implemenation): potential limited engagement 

· Takeaways
· Data collected for control/policy-making → tools that provide direct benefits to the fishing industry
· ***  statistical tools may overcome data limitation – uncertainty
· *** complementary use of gear modifications
· More efficient on avoiding unwanted catches and comply with LO
· ***  LO penalties might not engage 
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