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Dear Ms Talevska, 

Thank you for disseminating the advice on the UN Plastic Treaty by the North Sea 

Advisory Council, which we will take under consideration. As you know, the discussions 

at the last negotiation session in Paris (29 May-2 June) have been overtaken by procedural 

issues, not leaving sufficient time for discussions on substance. We hope that the next 

session later this year will provide that opportunity, where we would certainly see a need 

for fishing gear to be addressed in that context and to be covered by the future instrument. 

The EU is strongly committed to face the global challenge of plastic pollution including 

marine litter.   Therefore, we appreciate all efforts put together to lead us towards a plastic-

free ocean. We recognise the significance of the fisheries sector in it and welcome any 

constructive and timely input in that regard   

I would recommend that you share this information with the adviser of Director F, Hugo 

Schally, as well as Jorge Rodriguez-Romero, Head of Unit of Global Environmental 

Cooperation and Multilateralism in DG ENV, who is the lead service in these negotiations. 

Yours sincerely, 

Charlina VITCHEVA 
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