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It is my pleasure to wrap up yet another year of committed and *
inspiring NSAC work. Despite the hurdles that haven't subSJded, Ig
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2023, but have instead compounded, you have shown ex’rroordlnorz .
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resilience that reflects in the Work Comple’red over the yeor“L-WtanMo‘i( f S
thank you for providing the n;ecess;@rry effort and en’rhusmém 1?0 “ﬂ;‘%’
continuously improve fisheries management in line with the ‘O’b{e‘ i '_ % |
of environmental, social, and economic sus’romqbﬂﬁy IS nﬁw"more. é;-:-,
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important than ever that ’rhese ’rhree ob|ectlves are s’rreng’rhened OS BN B
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The 2023 hasn't been easy. We hod To S]oredd ourseLves veﬁyi‘helh 'm fhe ey

face of an increasing number of Commﬂ‘men’rs and mthqhves Bu1“ ’rho’rw ,'h'é.;
did not stop us from completing some of-6ur- mosT mp@c#utad\/lce To ‘m*;\
mind comes advice on decarbonisation ef ’rhe flshlng flee’r Q@Iwce on \: -;:"
the functioning of the landing obligation; ond on mGrlne“spaﬂaL ,-
planning and stakeholder engagement, omong others.We hclve been .,
steadily increasing our visibility omong the Comm|33|on OJ‘ﬁCloIs L & :
Member States, and the Europeon Parlldment, o,s well CfS o’rher g i

stakeholders. And though | have olwoys Kkinown' we were-one of the h,ﬂ; %

most committed Advisory Councils, it is neverTheIess nice ’ro Know ’rho’r 2 % \;ﬁm
fhe view is shared by our external partners. il &, e |
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| very much hope the NSAC has been equolly voluoble 1’@ you dn@I your" _ ,,_
organisations. | am a firm believer in CO||C]bOI’C],TIOh and: eff@r’rs placed in Ry
shared understanding. The spirit of the Europeon Union and l;rs flshlng
communities has always been one of comoroderle support for each

other’'s endeavours, and empathy even when our ob|ec’r|ves seemmgly

oppose. | say ‘seemingly’ because, in the @nd we all strive for healthy

oceans and vibrant (human and non-human) communities. It is what @,
we depend on, affer all. | do hope that the somewhat diminished 7
relations between fisheries and civil society are just a hiccup and that C‘/
those who decided to part will reconsider their decision. We“cannot

and should not let past resentments pave our way forward.



It is indeed time to direct ourselves towards the future. We have so
much work to do to re-imagine European fisheries and help them
transition to a future that is sustainable and viable. The support o}"_}
civil society will be crucial, but the necessary changes will not occuyf i. ﬁ‘é-
without the fishers, who need to be certain that their sacrifices for a ;-'i?;“‘
shared long-term vision will not be in vain. It is our job to supporﬁ“ ‘ #

as best we can.

| rest assured that we will contfinue to perform with the same vigor,
resilience and positivity in 2024 as we have for the past 20 yeé?rs, As \ e’ N
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such, 2024 will not only be a year of infensive work but also«a:fime T.@ _:’ﬁaﬁ ey
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The NSAC has been so much ’ro SO mony people over the yea,ré"rhq—tﬁ, A BERES
calls for a proper celebration. To this end, | invite you to keep,.‘,your* —: _%_éﬁ_h'
calendars free on 12 Sep’rember 2@24 We w|1I very shor’rly come \An‘rh SO e
further details. A S5wue 3%, TR s WS 3 g
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Let me once again thank you for your unfulfenng Comm{tthe kle: h"'? Ty e s
NSAC's mission. The Secretariat and:l “willl- Con’nnue 'ro ‘he' o~t your ® o oRt S
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service as we continue our journey ’rowcrds sus’romable ﬁsherles 2 R i
healthy ecosystems and a vibrant society. Wlth ’rha’r | Wlsh élou ands N i
your families warm, peaceful, and memordble h@lldeS @hd‘ q .
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