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With global competition extending to the ocean as a stage for influence and a pool of 
resources, there is a need to elevate the ocean on the strategic agenda, because of its 
importance in terms of sustainability, competitiveness, and climate change, all intrinsically 
linked to global welfare.  

Despite previous efforts, the EU’s ocean-related policies remain rather fragmented and 
thus not as effective as they could – and should – be. This is why we need to address the 
broader maritime and ocean policies with a holistic approach. 

As announced in President von der Leyen’s political guidelines, a European Ocean Pact 
will focus on ensuring the good governance and sustainability of our ocean in all of its 
dimensions, on boosting the sustainable blue economy and on extending the marine 
knowledge framework. The Pact will show the importance of the ocean on the EU’s 
political agenda. 

The European Ocean Pact will include both internal and external policies. It will be a single 
and coherent reference framework for all ocean related policy actions. 

The High-level roundtable is the starting point for the “Fisheries and Oceans Dialogues”, 
to help design the European Ocean Pact in a collaborative and inclusive way and to listen 
to the views of all stakeholders. It should at least reflect on the following questions: 

– The key challenges facing the EU's ocean governance model, and the priorities for 
addressing these challenges; 

– The key measures needed to protect biodiversity and promote ecosystem-based 
management of the ocean; 

– The opportunities for sustainable growth and job creation in the EU's blue economy, 
and the role that the European Ocean Pact can play in promoting these opportunities; 

– An effective marine knowledge value chain that supports EU competitiveness in ocean 
technologies and solutions, translated into market innovation; 

– The priorities for supporting the resilience and sustainability of coastal communities in 
the various sea basins of the EU.  
 

  

https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en?filename=Political%20Guidelines%202024-2029_EN.pdf
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Annotated Agenda 

(exact timing tbc, depending on final confirmed participants) 

8:45-9:00 Welcome coffee 

9:00-9:15 Welcome and 
opening   Introduction by Ms Charlina Vitcheva, Director-

General DG MARE – moderator of the High-
Level Roundtable 

Mr Costas Kadis, European Commissioner for 
Fisheries and Oceans 

9:15-9:45 Ministers from 
the Trio 
Presidencies and 
the co-host of the 
UN Ocean 
Conference   
PL, DK, CY, FR 

 
 
The moderator gives the floor to 
(in order of presidency mandate): 
 
- Mr Jacek CZERNIAK 

Secretary of State in the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development, 

- Mr Arkadiusz MARCHEWKA, 
Secretary of State Ministry of 
Infrastructure - tbc 

- Ms Paulina HENNIG-KLOSKA  
Minister of Climate and Environment 
(PL) tbc 

 
- Mr Magnus HEUNICKE 

Minister of Environment (online) (DK) 
representative (tbc) from the Ministry for 
Industry, Business and Financial Affairs 
(DK), 

 
- Ms Maria PANAYIOTOU  

Minister of Agriculture, Rural 
Development and Environment (CY), 

- Ms Marina HADJIMANOLIS 
Shipping Deputy Minister to the President 
(CY). 

 
The moderator will give the floor to 
- Ms Agnès PANNIER-RUNACHER 

Ministre de la Transition écologique, de 
la Biodiversité, de la Forêt, de la Mer et 
de la Pêche tbc (FR). 

9:45-10:15 Chairs of the EP 
Committees and 
Intergroup   
(PECH, ENVI, 

 (please plan your intervention to 3 min)  

The moderator gives the floor to:  
Chairs of the EP Committees and Intergroup: 
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TRAN, ITRE, 
SEARICA) 

Former 
Commissioners 
Damanaki, Vella, 
Sinkevičius  

- Ms Carmen CRESPO DÍAZ - (PECH) 
- Mr Antonio DECARO - (ENVI) tbc 

representative tbc from - (ITRE),  
- Ms Elissavet VOZEMBERG-VRIONIDI -  

(TRAN) tbc 
- Mr Thomas BAJADA - (Vice-chair 

SEARICA intergroup) 
 

and to the former Commissioners: 
 
- Ms Maria DAMANAKI tbc 
- Mr Karmenu VELLA tbc 
- Mr Virginijus SINKEVIČIUS tbc 

10:15-11:15 First stakeholder 
round 

- European 
Institutions 
and services: 
EESC, CoR, 
EIB, EIF, 
International 
Organisations 

- Advisory 
Councils 

- Think Tanks, 
Foundations 
and Research 
community 

 (Please plan your intervention to 2.5 minutes)  

The moderator will give the floor to:  

- Mr Peter SCHMID 
President of the Agriculture, Rural 
Development and the Environment 
Section of EESC,  

- Ms Mätta IVARSSON 
Committee of the Regions rapporteur for 
the an Opinion on the  Ocean Pact,  

- Mr Ambroise FAYOLLE 
Vice-President of the European 
Investment Bank, 

- Mr Merete Clausen  
Deputy Chief Executive European 
Investment Fund  

- Mr Manuel Barange  
Assistant Director General of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations 
 

and to the Chairs of the Advisory Councils 
(alphabetical order): 

   
 

  
  
  

 
  

 

- Ms Yobana Bermudez
MAC

- Mr Emiel Brouckaert - NWWAC
- Mr. Sidor-Dragos Buhai - BISAC tbc,
- Mr Giampaolo Buonfiglio (Vice Chair 

MEDAC)
- Mr Gonçalo Carvalho (Vice-Chairperson 

Working Group 3 Chair and Former PelAC 
Vice-Chair), 
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- Mr Ruben Farias (Vice – President 
CCRUP)   

- Mr Ken Skau Fisher (NSAC), 
- Mr Sergio Lopez  

Chair CC-SUD /SWWAC)   
- Mr Iván López Van Der Veen  

LDAC  
- Mr Brian Thomsen 

AAC 
- Mr Jarek Zieliński (BSAC). 
 

… to Think Tanks, Foundations and Research 
community: 

- Dr Fiona Grant  
Chair European Marine Board  

- Mr Thorsten Kiefer 
CEO JPI Oceans Secretariat 
Dr. Colm Lordan  
Chair of ACOM-ICES 

- Mr Tiago Pitta e Cunha  
CEO Oceano Azul Foundation   

- Mr Filip Reinhag  
President CPMR  

- Mr Toste Tanhua  
Senior marine scientist and co-chair of the 
Global Ocean Observing System Ocean 
Observation Community  GEOMAR.  

11:15-11:30 Coffee break   

11:30-12:45 Second 
stakeholder 
round  

- NGOs 
- Blue 

Economy 
Industry 
Associations 

- Regional 
organisations 

 (2.5 minutes each – 27 speakers) 

The moderator gives the floor to the NGOs, 
Associations and other stakeholders: 

- Ms Monica Verbeek  
Executive Director Seas at risk 

- Mr Jacob Amstrong  
Ocean Policy Manager WWF European 
Policy Office 

- Ms Anais Berthier 
Associate Director for the EU ClientEarth 

- Mr Ariel Brunner  
CEO BirdLife Europe and Central Asia  

- Ms Vera Coelho  
Europe CEO Oceana  

- Ms Agata Meysner  
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President Generation Climate Europe 
- Mr Pegah Moulana  

Secretary-General Youth and Environment 
Europe YEE 

- Mr Rareș Voicu  
President European Youth Forum - tbc,   

- Mr Cor Blonk  
Secretary of Labor affairs PFA, Chair of the 
EU Social Dialogue Committee in the 
Fisheries sector 

- Mr Jean Paul Cadoret  
Vice-President European Algae Biomass 
Association EABA 

- Mr Giles Dickson  
CEO Wind Europe 

- Mr Javier Garat Pérez  
Vice-President EU Network of Maritime 
Clusters 

- Mr Rémi Gruet  
CEO Ocean Energy Europe  

- Mr Tim Hiddema  
Vice-President  Europeche    

- Mr. Alberto Maestrini  
Chairman of VARD -SEA Europe 

- Mr Robert Marx  
President EBI – European boating industry  

- Ms Szilvia Mihalffy  
Federation of European Aquaculture 
producers FEAP 

- Ms Karin Orsel  
President ECSA - Shipowners 

- Mr Ansis Zeltiņš  
Chairman ESPO – Sea Ports 

- Mr Gwen Pennarun  
Vice-President of Low Impact Small-Scale 
Fishers LIFE  

- Mr Addy Risseeuw  
Chair European Mollusc Producers 
Association EMPA) tbc 

- Ms Livia Spera  
General Secretary European transport 
workers federation ETF 

- Mr Esben Sverdrup Jensen  
President European Association of Fish 
Producers Organisations EAPO  

- Mr Rüdiger Strempel  
Executive Secretary Helsinki Convention 
(HELCOM) Secretariat 



 

6 

- Mr Dominic Pattinson  
Executive Secretary OSPAR Convention 
Secretariat 

- Mr Halil Ibrahim Sur 
Executive Director Black Sea Commission 
Secretariat) - tbc,    
 

12:45-13:00 Closing remarks   Mr Costas Kadís, European Commissioner for 
Fisheries and Oceans 

 


