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BSAC ROUNDTABLE INTERVENTION,  

Brussels, 21 February 2025 
Dear Commissioner, 
Dear Ministers 
Dear Director General 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 

My name is Jarek Zielinski, and I am the Chair of the Baltic Sea Advisory Council.  
I’m honoured to attend this meeting today on behalf of the declared Baltic Sea stakeholders- Members of the BSAC.   
At this early stage, BSAC is still busy consulting with our Members in response to the Commission’s call for 
evidence in relation to the envisaged European Oceans Pact.  
The BSAC is at the same position as other ACs, meaning we need a little more time, before we can provide detailed 
input to the Commission and to the Fisheries and Oceans dialogue. 
 
However, I can assure you that the Ocean Pacts initiative is welcomed by our Members and gives a rise to a lot of 
interest.  
The BSAC highly appreciates the Commission's efforts to create a single frame of reference for all ocean-related 
policy actions. However, the question immediately arises how the Baltic would be fitted into such a single frame? 
 
It needs to be emphasized that the Baltic Sea is unique in many ways. This uniqueness must be taken into 
account.  It is already well recognized.  
 
To be more specific I will quote the European Parliamentary Research Service report: 
“The Baltic (…) sea’s characteristics make it particularly vulnerable to environmental changes and many habitats 
and species of the Baltic Sea are not in good condition.  
The environmental deterioration is caused by several factors, including excessive nutrient input, pollution, climate 
change, invasive species and over-exploitation.  
The worrying situation of the Baltic Sea habitats is leading to a dramatic decline in some commercial fish stocks, 
with fisheries losing economic and cultural importance. 
It is a sea basin surrounded by millions of people, large cities and developed industries, including intensive 
agriculture.  
“In the context of the blue economy, the Baltic Sea, like other marine waters is under growing pressure to 
accommodate a number of space-demanding activities.” 

 
The Baltic Sea is certainly an area where people depend on the ocean in many ways, be it especially for the small 
scale coastal fishery, aquaculture, space for windmill farms and marine transport of goods and people.  
It also plays a growing role in European security chain, including food security.  

 
With regards to this uniqueness and fragility of the Baltic Sea any efforts on and in the water must go hand in 
hand with efforts on land and points to the need to include the agricultural policies as well as Water 
Framework Directive in the Pact, to foster a broader approach needed for the governance in the Baltic region.   

 
The BSAC also draws attention to the need to secure food sovereignty by developing resilient, competitive and 
sustainable European fisheries, in line with the Mission Letter of the EU President to the Commissioner-designate for 
Fisheries and Oceans. 
I can assure all that thanks to our membership in the commercial fishing industry, recreational fishing organizations 
and environmental NGOs, the BSAC will provide you with relevant input, and we certainly be doing that soon. 
 
Very last, but not least it needs also to be taken into account that among the nine Baltic coastal states there is also 
the non-EU, third country-Russian Federation. 
Baltic Sea is unique, indeed. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 
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