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PelAC statement for the High-Level Dialogue on Fisheries and Oceans 

Approx 2.30 mins 

  
The PelAC would like to see the Ocean Pact as the first step in ensuring long-term balance at three 

levels. 

First, Fisheries is an exclusive competence of the EU, while other sectors of the blue economy (e.g., 

Maritime Defence) remain the exclusive competence of the Member States. While activities are taking 

place at sea using the same ocean space, having different levels of competence creates differences in 

implementation. PelAC suggests that this is addressed in the Ocean Pact, namely by promoting 

coordinated work between environmental and fishing administrations. 

Secondly, PelAC agrees with the Commissioner’s mission letter reference to stability and predictability 

of access to neighboring waters and has consistently called for comprehensive agreements in the 

Coastal States Consultations. Norway, UK, Faroes, Iceland and others must all respect the same 

sustainability objectives when setting TACs for shared pelagic stocks. This is a key step to ensure level 

playing field and PelAC requests that this is included in the TCA with the UK, but in the EEA with 

Norway and Iceland.  

Thirdly, in order to reach balance between marine conservation, ecosystem resilience and sustainable 

resource use, restoring health to EU seas will be key. Achieving this requires a stronger commitment 

to implementing EU environmental legislation across Member States and the Ocean Pact must 

facilitate this. 

Pelagic fish stocks rely on healthy spawning and nursery areas. Tackling pollution and other negative 

impacts from human activities that threaten them must be a priority to ensure the resilience of marine 

ecosystems and the rebuilding of fish stocks, thus contributing to food security. Additionally, we 

believe the EU must show leadership in incorporating multispecies and ecosystem considerations into 

the science and management of these stocks. 

In conclusion, we hope the Oceans Pact will restore balance on three levels:  

• Between EU blue economy sectors by adopting a multisectoral perspective where all maritime 

sectors are included. 

• Between EU and global operators by strengthening the EU’s capacity to engage in fair and 

balanced negotiations with Coastal States, 

• Between environmental, economic and social pillars by tackling negative impacts from human 

activities and implementing an Ecosystem-Based Approach to Fisheries Management. 

Final note, the ongoing CFP Evaluation and the Ocean Pact must be coordinated, in order to ensure 

coherence. 
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Approx 4 mins 
The Commissioner’s mission letter entrusts him to develop and implement a long-term vision for a 

resilient, competitive, and sustainable marine economy encompassing sustainable European fisheries, 

aquaculture and other blue economy sectors. This aims to ensure that the EU leads global efforts to 

restore the health and security of the world’s Ocean and support coastal communities across Europe 

with the unique challenges they face. 

The PelAC sees the Oceans Pact as the first step in developing this long-term vision, finding balance 

between:  

• EU blue economy sectors,  

• EU and Third Countries; and 

• Marine conservation, ecosystem resilience, sustainable resource use and food security. 

On the one hand, Fisheries is an exclusive competence of the EU under article 3 of the Treaty on the 

functioning of the European Union (TFEU), on the other hand other sectors of the blue economy (e.g., 

Maritime Defence) remain the exclusive competence of individual Member States. Overall, most blue 

economy sectors remain at the crossroad of EU and Member States competence with transport, 

industry competitiveness, research and innovation, environment and energy subject to modification 

through the ordinary legislative procedure. 

Activities taking place at sea are bound by the same ocean space use. Having different levels of 

European competence while acting in the same area creates differences in implementation and in 

prioritisation. This difference has not been addressed despite numerous attempts by the European 

Parliament and the Commission to coordinate maritime sectors through the Integrated Maritime 

Policy, Marine Strategy Framework and Maritime Spatial Planning Directive.  

The current approach in the EU still seems to favour expert groups specifically set up to address one 

specific aspect, for example MSFD (Marine Strategy Coordination Group), the EU Biodiversity Strategy 

(Marine Expert Group), MSP working individually and separately from each other.  

The PelAC suggests that this lack of coordination between expert groups and overall between sectors 

must be addressed by the Commission in its new Oceans Pact. An example of coordinated work 

between environmental and fishing administrations can be seen in the Special Group for the 

Implementation of the Marine Action plan.  

The Commissioner’s mission letter also mentions stability and predictability of access to neighboring 

waters. However, the lack of stability has been a recurring issue for the EU pelagic fishing industry. 

The PelAC has consistently underlined the issues in the lack of comprehensive agreements in the 

Coastal States Consultations with Norway, UK, Faroes, Iceland for key pelagic stocks. For Northeast 

Atlantic mackerel1 this has led to the persistent risk for the sustainability of this important stock due 

to the setting of excessive unilateral quotas. 

One way to move forward is to ensure that Coastal States respect the same sustainability objectives 

(i.e. Fishing below MSY) when setting TACs and moving away from spurious arguments relating to 

zonal attachment and inflated track records as justification for setting higher quotas. The PelAC has 

 
1 https://www.pelagic-ac.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/2324PAC68-PelAC-Letter-to-COM-Coastal-
States-sharing-status-for-the-NEA-mackerel-stock.pdf 
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requested that this be included in the TCA with the UK, but similar rules could be set in the EEA with 

Norway and Iceland. Additionally, the Commission proposal to update EU Regulation 1026/2012 to 

include agreeing on partial sharing arrangements as unsustainable fishing is a step in the right 

direction but needs to be enacted quickly and not used simply as a threat.  

Regarding balance between marine conservation, ecosystem resilience, and sustainable resource use, 

restoring health to EU oceans is a key part of the 2024-2029 mandate. Achieving this requires a 

stronger commitment to implementing EU environmental legislation across Member States to 

improve the ecological status of coastal waters. 

Pelagic fish stocks rely on healthy spawning and nursery areas, many of which are increasingly 

threatened by pollution—both from land-based sources and ocean activities such as OREs. 

Safeguarding these critical habitats is essential not only for biodiversity but also for the long-term 

sustainability of fisheries. Tackling pollution must be a priority to ensure the resilience of marine 

ecosystems and the rebuilding of fish stocks. Additionally, given the role of pelagic stocks in the NEA 

ecosystems, it is crucial that the EU shows leadership in incorporating ecosystem considerations into 

the science and management of these stocks. 

To conclude, we hope the Oceans Pact will be able to restore balance back on three levels:  

• Between EU blue economy sectors by moving beyond fragmented, sector-specific approaches 

and adopting a multispecies, multisectoral perspective where all maritime sectors are 

included. 

• Between EU and global operators by strengthening the EU’s capacity to engage in fair and 

balanced negotiations with Coastal States, ensuring sustainable and cooperative management 

of shared marine resources. 

• Between environmental, economic, and social pillars by prioritizing the restoration of 

spawning and nursery areas through the robust implementation of environmental legislation 

at the Member State level and moving towards an Ecosystem-Based Approach to Fisheries 

Management. 

As a final note, the Common Fisheries Policy Evaluation is taking place right now, we hope that both 

initiatives will coordinate and build on one another to ensure the coherence we’ve previously 

mentioned.  

 

Additional texts if time allows 

 
Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries Management 

The Ocean’s pact according to the Commissioner’s letter is tasked with “developing a comprehensive 

agenda for marine knowledge, innovation and investment”. Implementing EAFM is a key objective of 

the CFP and should be a key part of the Oceans Pact. The PelAC strongly recommends that the 

Commission prioritise implementation of EAFM at an EU level across all blue economy sectors. To do 

so, it should build on the ICES’s Framework for Ecosystem-Informed Science and Advice (FEISA). Other 

important steps must be taken such as strengthening the allocation of resources (e.g. from Horizon 
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Grants) to collect necessary data for the incorporation of ecosystem considerations in scientific 

assessments. 

Energy Transition  

The Pelagic Advisory Council (PelAC) has been committed to achieve sustainable fishing levels and 

healthy marine ecosystems, and this is more important, considering the vital role the ocean plays in 

the climate regulation. President van der Leyen’s establishment of a Commissioners’ Project Group on 

the Clean Industrial Deal2 is welcomed by the PelAC and expect it to operationalise the green transition 

of the fisheries sector, however, we can only regret that the Fisheries and Oceans Commissioner is 

not part of such project group. 

Stakeholder engagement 

As long time Stakeholder engagers, the Advisory Councils have proven, over their 20 years of existence 

the importance of balanced advice built on consensus advice from a wide variety of stakeholders. To 

ensure the continued success of this model, the Commission must maintain its commitment to ACs by 

recognizing and keep rewarding their contributions in a tangible way, such as the recent inclusion of 

ACs in the advice to ICES process.  

Deep Sea Mining 

Deep Sea Mining has been brought back to the front of the stage following Mario Draghi’s report on 

competitiveness. The LDAC, NWWAC, PelAC and SWWAC expressed their strong support for the EU 

Commission’s reaffirming its position to advocate prohibiting deep-sea mining until robust scientific 

evidence can demonstrate that it will not negatively impact marine ecosystems or jeopardise the 

livelihoods of those who depend on the sea, including fisheries. 

 
2 https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/b600cc41-3fce-4d6d-946d-
1a11c93e50fa_en?filename=Decision%20on%20the%20establishment%20of%20a%20Commissioners%27
%20Project%20Group%20on%20Clean%20Industrial%20Deal.pdf 


