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High level roundtable on the Oceans Pact: Chair’s talking paper 

 

I will focus on how Union aquaculture can contribute to sustainable growth, job creation and 

Union food strategic autonomy. 

 

Union institutions have for more two decades echoed the ambition to un-lock the potential of the 

EU aquaculture and more than 1 billion € have been allocated to aquaculture for the 2014 – 2020 

period, but the realities are that: 

 

• EU aquaculture production has stagnated in volume since 2000 

• Employment in the sector has decreased 

• The EU’s self-sufficiency rate for aquatic products reached its lowest level in 2022. 

• The EU’s trade deficit on aquatic foods amounted to 22 billion € in 2023. 

 

This is vastly different from sustainable growth, job creation and strategic autonomy. The Oceans 

Pact must acknowledge that adjustments in EU polices and strategies on aquaculture are 

insufficient and that turning the tide requires institutional innovation at Union level and in the 

Member States. 

 

Aquaculture is comparable to agriculture and must be recognised as a principal area. Including 

aquaculture as an article in the Common Fisheries Policy underlines the current low policy priority 

given to aquaculture as a food producing sector.  

 

The potential of EU aquaculture has been repeatedly highlighted in scientific reports. In 2017, the 

Scientific Advice Mechanism provided answers on how food can be obtained from the oceans in a 

way that does not deprive future generations on their benefits. They concluded that the neglect 

of food from the ocean in overarching policy frameworks is a policy blind spot.  

 

Aquaculture remains a policy blind spot in 2025. 

 

The Oceans Pact must integrate societal needs, the ecosystem and the welfare of sentient aquatic 

animals harvested for food.  

 

The AAC asks for the Oceans Pact to support the AAC’s recommendation on an aquaculture policy 

reform. It calls for new pieces of Union legislation on aquaculture and for improving coherence 

between aquaculture policy objectives and EU environmental directives. 

 

 


