Work Track Long-term perspective
of fisheries

— update to NSAC 01.07.2025
Work Track Long-term perspective of
Fisheries

Jérome Chladek

Isabelle Perret

Greater North
Sea Basin Initiative

03/07/2025




Update and next steps 0:::::;.:0.::.m

* Proposalforregular study conduction finalized, funding in discussion
» Data analysis had to wait on data sensitivity discussions
* IRLwill not be able to take partin study now, but obstacles highlighted

e Study finalization autumn 2025
» Afterwards presentation and discussion with stakeholders
* Final discussion at GNSBI Stakeholder Conference
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Governments and ministers need to establish a clear legal mandate to share data
across borders to enable efficient MSP. Such a mandate could leverage existing
infrastructure and expertise within EU Member States and non-EU countries such as
the United Kingdom, facilitating effective collaboration and data sharing across
borders.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) should be developed to clarify objectives and
procedures for data sharing between Member States, with recognition of the shared
nature of sea basins and resources, and the commercial sensitivity of data. This
process needs to follow a rigorous and commonly agreed procedural framework.
Ideally, this procedure should also apply to the United Kingdom, whose waters are
highly frequented by EU vessels.

A centralized data center with clear data-sharing agreements is essential to protect
confidentiality and commercial sensitivity. Data can be converted into indicators or
indexes to avoid disclosing sensitive details while still being useful. High-resolution
information on location of other activities, such as shapefiles for OWFs and MPAs,
should also be made available.
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Guaranteeing fair, responsible and comprehensive representation of fishing data in

maps

Fishing grounds mapping projects need to strike a balance between displaying fishing
data informing MSP with the need to respect commercial sensitivity and safeguard
confidentiality. Itis essential to ensure the confidentiality of represented data to protect
fishers’ interests and prevent potential misinterpretation or misuse of maps when data
is read in isolation. Tools like VISTools demonstrate how this balance can be achieved.

We suggest developing a centralized data center with clear data-sharing agreements fo
protect confidentiality and commercial sensitivity. As some of the projects demonstrated, data
can be converted into indicators or indexes to avoid disclosing sensitive details while still being
useful. A central database with high-resolution information, such as shapefiles for OWFs and
MPAs is also needed. The challenge of managing fisheries displacement due to OWF

- Very relevant advice, aligns well with Work Track Long-term perspective of fisheries work



NSAC Advice on the Mapping of
Important Fishing Grounds 2025

We view the Greater North Sea Basin Initiative, in particular, as the adequate high-level
platform for such discussions that is also able to trickle down those political decisions to
executive levels at a fairly rapid pace. However, it shall be pointed out that GNSBI currently

- Thanks!

-> Proposal for a study developed, main goal is elaboration of at least 2
roadmaps for implementation

3.2.2 Data sharing

International communication and collaboration between mapping projects are minimal, with
limited sharing of data and methods, though some efforts in breaking the silos exist. This is
further complicated due to technical constraints and because sensitive data is used, such as
Vessel Monitoring System (VMS). VMS is generally only available and accessible for national
fleets for national analyses. To avoid conflict, data sharing requires well-established
confidentiality agreements and Member States having a legal mai@jate for data sharing across
the EU_as well as with third countries such as the UK and Norway| Furthermore, the reformed

Control Regulation is currently hindering progress. - How exactly?
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Thank you for Listening, questions?
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