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Key dates for the EU MSP Directive
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• Maritime Spatial planning: EU Directive – 1st 
COM report on implementation in 2022

 Enough space allocated for EU energy targets
but..

Biodiversity Strategy: 30% marine protected 
areas by 2030 

+ Nature Restoration Regulation : 20% of sea 
restored by 2030 + 30% of degraded areas

National targets for restoration/protection to be 
established and integrated in MSP

• Blue Forum for use of the sea: bring sea users in 
the discussions

• MSEG on MSP + Member States initiatives, e.g. 
Greater North Sea Basin Initiative

Sharing access to EU marine space

https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/news/european-commission-report-implementation-maritime-spatial-planning-directive-good-progress-more-2022-05-03_en
https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/news/european-commission-report-implementation-maritime-spatial-planning-directive-good-progress-more-2022-05-03_en


• Multi-use encouraged in several 
Green Deal strategies

• Guidance on multi-use with 
MPAs/Natura 2000 + EU Marine 
Action Plan

• “the Commission will work with 
Member States to include areas for 
multi-use when revising national 
MSPs” Delivering on the EU offshore renewable 
energy ambitions

Example of maritime spatial plan

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52023DC0102
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52023DC0102
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52023DC0668
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52023DC0668


Multi-use and MSP
Online EU multi-use compendium

https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/msp-resources/co-existence-and-multi-use-activities


The European Ocean Pact



Strengthened Governance Framework
Ocean Act: by 2027 that will build on a revision of the MSP Directive

Ocean Board: stakeholders supporting the Commission in implementation

Ocean Pact dashboard: to monitor and report progress

Working together at regional level: sea basin approach/ Black Sea, Baltic, 
Atlantic, Mediterranean, Arctic

Financial support – integrated approach to funding from private and public 
sources, incl. to enhance coastal communities’ resilience through EU 
financing and EIB loans. 
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Protecting and restoring ocean health

Boosting competitiveness of the sustainable blue economy

Supporting coastal, island and outermost regions

Strengthening EU ocean diplomacy and international governance.

Enhancing maritime security and defence 

Advancing ocean research, knowledge, skills and innovation
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• Source-to-Sea approach

• Role of nature-based solutions – we need a range of different solutions

• Climate Adaptation Plan and further research and innovation to promote sustainable desalination.

Water Resilience Strategy



• Report on implementation of the MSP Directive by March 2026 + launch of 
revision process

• European Ocean Act by 2027

• MSFD revision by 2027 – data and coherence with MSPD will be highlighted

• Nature Restoration Regulation and MS plans 

• EU Ocean Observation Initiative + operational European DTO by 2030

• Marine Action Plan + Vision 2040 for fisheries and aquaculture

• Water Resilience R&I Strategy by 2026

Next steps



Thank you! Questions? 

Contact: celine.frank@ec.europa.eu
MARE-A2@ec.europa.eu

mailto:celine.frank@ec.europa.eu
mailto:MARE.A2@ec.europa.eu
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