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Brussels, 31 October 2025

In Memory of Hugo Andersson

Our Swedish colleague and the first NSAC Chair Hugo Andersson passed away on Tuesday,
October 14, 2025, a month shy of his 75th birthday. We, the present and past members and
secretaries of the North Sea Advisory Council (NSAC), as well as Européche, would like to
express our sincere condolences to Hugo’s family and friends. It has been a privilege knowing
and meeting Hugo — the latest occasion being the NSAC’s 20" Anniversary in 2024 in
Edinburgh, where he delivered a speech full of fond memories and reflections.

Hugo, devoted to his family’s farm and forestry business in Finspang, began his political career
at a young age when he was elected to the Finspang municipal council in 1973, only 23 years
old. Hugo’s passion for agriculture and fisheries followed him as he was elected chairman of
the Swedish east coast fishermen, vice-chairman of the Swedish Fishermen’s National
Federation, and eventually Sweden’s representative and treasurer in Européche in Brussels.

As a tireless advocate for fishermen’s interests he became the first chairman of the North Sea
Regional AC in the period 2004—2010. Hugo represented the principal representative body of
the Swedish fishing industry when the North Sea Regional Advisory Council was in gestation.
When NSAC was formally established, in Edinburgh in 2004, Hugo was unanimously elected
as chair of its Executive Committee.

His quiet good humour, commitment, intelligence and unswerving determination to reflect the
views of the membership earned Hugo immense respect and affection. In fact, calm, was
probably the word that most people would reach for when thinking of Hugo. Hugo was well
connected politically but had his roots in the small family farm that he maintained throughout
his career as a politician and perhaps being grounded like that gave him the equanimity to
deal calmly with the various turbulences that come with the position he held.

His contribution to the NSAC’s growing reputation as a serious, welcoming, engaged,
interlocutor, producing thoughtful evidence-based advice through democratic processes was
immense.

His family’s loss is our loss. He will be remembered with deep respect and fondness by
friends and colleagues across Europe.
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Sincere condolences to everyone close to Hugo.
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